AFNORTH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL ACTION PLAN

ELEMENTARY

SY 2001-2005, Year 4


	STUDENT PERFORMANCE GOAL:

All students will improve their written communication skills across the curriculum.

	

	ESSENCE:

Communication is the ability to express and transmit ideas in writing by providing facts and details, describing or analyzing the subject, or narrating a relevant anecdote.

	

	PRINCIPALS: Audrey Griffin (US), Sheena MacLeod (UK), Charmaine Martel (CN)



	

	TRIANGULATION OF DATA         FROM PROFILE
	ASSESSMENTS TO MEASURE GROWTH TOWARDS GOAL

	
	STANDARDIZED
	LOCAL/CLASSROOM

	POINT 1:

Terra Nova Assessments (US)

OPI/Profile 

POINT 2:

National Curriculum Tests (British)

Profile 

POINT 3:

Pre/Post Local Writing Assessment

Profile
	Terra Nova (US)

IY5 to M2 (Grades 3 to 6)

Writing Strategies and Math Communication

National Curriculum Tests (UK)

IY3- M1  (Grades 1-5)

Writing and Math
	Local Writing Assessment:

Pre/Post Local Writing Assessment

IY1-M2 (Grades Pre-K- Grade 6)

Mid Year Local Writing Assessment

IY1-M2  (Pre-K – Grade 6)

Communication Arts (US Grade 4 Only)


	Intervention 1:

Students will use the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing in their written communication across the curriculum.

	

	Content Standards Supporting Interventions:

English Language Arts: Plan, draft, revise, edit, proofread, and present a text with readers and purpose in mind.

Social Studies: Describe and compare the significant physical features of regions, both natural and man-made.

Science: Describe objects using characteristics, such as size, color, shape, smell, and texture.

Numeracy (Math): Justify solutions to problems through explanation in writing of techniques used to reach conclusions.

Technology: Use information technology to collaborate, publish, and interact with peers, experts, and other audiences. (ISTE)

	

	Activities to Implement the Intervention
	Person(s) Accountable
	Timeline
	Resources Needed
	Staff Development Outcomes

	
	
	Start
	Finish
	
	

	1. Staff will be in-serviced on the 6+1 Traits of Writing.
	Administrators & all staff
	Spring 2003
	2006
	Training by Peggy Hoffman-Schmidt
	All staff members will implement the 6+1 Traits of Writing.

	2. Teachers will introduce and model the 6+1 Traits of Writing for all students.
	Leadership Team

All staff
	2003
	2006
	6+1 Traits of Writing Guide Book
	All teachers will read and discuss samples of student work.

	3. Teachers will be provided the opportunity to attend the 6 + 1 Traits study groups to increase their knowledge and understanding of the traits.
	Anne Riggs (Lead Teacher)
	Fall 2003
	Spring 2004
	6+1 Traits of Writing rubric and handouts
	Teachers will become proficient at using 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric.

	4. Teachers will continue to develop expertise in teaching and using the rubric through collegial support in year level meetings.
	Anne Riggs, Mary Coughlin, Donna Lamont, Lynn Rowles
	Fall 2004
	Spring 2005
	6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric
	Teachers will continue to develop skills related to 6 + 1 Traits of Writing.

	5. Students will learn and apply the 6+1 Traits of Writing in their written communication at least three times per week across the curriculum.
	All staff
	2003
	2006
	6+1 Traits of Writing Guide Book
	All teachers will read and discuss samples of student work.

	6. Students will use technology to produce final presentations.
	Technology specialist and all staff
	2002
	2006
	Computer Lab

Classroom Computers


	The International Standards will be incorporated into the lessons.

	7. Teachers will post samples of student writings throughout the school.
	All staff
	2002
	2006
	Bulletin Boards

Newsletters
	The community will have the opportunity to appreciate students’ writing.

	8. Parents will be in-serviced on the 6+1 Traits of Writing.
	Administrators
	Fall 2003 Spring/

Fall 2004
	Ongoing
	Annual training by Peggy Hoffman-Schmidt & AFNORTH Parent Guide
	Parents will assist students with writing at home.


	Intervention 2:

Students will use the 6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric when planning, drafting, revising, and editing their writing across all curricular areas.

	

	Content Standards Supporting Interventions:

English Language Arts:  Write reflectively about a text taking account of the needs of others who might read it.

Social Studies:  Interpret data and draw simple conclusions using communicative skills and sources of evidence to respond to a range of geographical questions related to maps and globes.

Science:  Summarize and state conclusions of inquiry observations.

Numeracy (Math):  Recognize and use in oral and written form the appropriate vocabulary associated with all concepts taught.

Technology:  Use a variety of media and formats to communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences. (ISTE)

	

	Activities to Implement the Intervention
	Person(s) Accountable
	Timeline
	Resources Needed
	Staff Development Outcomes

	
	
	Start
	Finish
	
	

	1. Teachers will be in-serviced in the use of the 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric.
	Administrators & all staff
	Spring 2003
	2006
	Annual training by Peggy Hoffman-Schmidt
	Teachers and students will learn how to use the rubric.

	2. Teachers will introduce and model the use of the 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric.
	All staff
	Spring 2003
	2006
	6+1 Traits of Writing book & handouts
	Teachers and students will learn how to use the rubric.

	3. Students will use the 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric at least three times per week when planning, drafting, revising, and editing their writing.
	Administrators & all staff
	2002
	2006
	6+1 Traits of Writing book & handouts
	Students will become proficient at using 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric.

	4. Teachers will be afforded the opportunity to attend 6 + 1 Traits of Writing study groups to further develop their expertise in using the rubric.
	Anne Riggs
	Fall 2003
	Spring 2004
	6+1 Traits of Writing rubric and handouts
	Teachers will become proficient at using 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric.

	5. Teachers will continue to develop expertise in teaching and using the rubric through collegial support in year level meetings.
	Year level chairs
	Fall 2004
	Spring 2005
	6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric
	Teachers will continue to develop skills related to 6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric.

	6. Teachers will use the appropriate 6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric three times per year to score the Local Writing Assessment.
	Year level chairs
	Fall 2004
	Spring 2005
	6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric
	Teachers will score Local Writing Assessment using the appropriate 6 + 1 Traits of Writing rubric.

	7. Administrators will monitor the development, implementation, and assessment of writing strategies.
	Administrators
	2003
	2006
	6+1 Traits of Writing rubric
	Teachers & administrators discuss student achievement & curriculum standards.

	8. Parents will be in-serviced in the use of the 6+1 Traits of Writing rubric.
	Administrators
	Fall 2003

Spring 2004

Fall 2004
	Ongoing
	6+1 Traits of Writing rubrics

6+1 Traits of Writing books & Hand Outs

AFNORTH Parent Guide

Samples of students’ work
	Parents can assess their children’s writing at home.


Research Supporting Intervention:

Culham, Ruth.  6 + 1 Traits of Writing:  The Complete Guide Grades 3 and Up.  2003.  New York:  Scholastic. 304 pages. ISBN 0-439-280-38-9

Spandel, Vicki.  Creating Writers, 3rd edition.  2000.  New York:  Pearson Education.  416 pages.  ISBM 0-801-33252-4
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