AFNORTH International Literacy Curriculum M2 Objectives

	Speaking and listening

	

	Viewing:

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Confirm understanding by paraphrasing the adult’s directions or suggestions.
· Recognize and interpret figurative language.  e.g., a simile in the speech of others and use it to add interest to remarks.
· Use a varied vocabulary and a range of sentence structures to add interest to remarks.
· Speak correctly, observing common grammatical rules such as subject-verb agreement, noun-pronoun agreement, and consistency of tense.
· Use notes or other memory aids to structure the presentation.
· Engage the audience with appropriate verbal cues and eye contact.
· Ask relevant questions.
· Respond appropriately to comments and questions.
· Display appropriate turn-taking behaviors.
· Volunteer contributions and respond when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader.
· Use constructive strategies in small-group discussions.  e.g., invite other group members to contribute, ask questions to clarify a point, negotiate to find a basis for agreement.

· Demonstrate an awareness of the presence of the media in the daily lives of most people.
· Identify questionable strategies presenters use to influence an audience.  e.g., exaggerated claims, one-sided presentation of information) 
	· Analyze and assess a media work and express a considered viewpoint about it.  e.g., write a movie review

· Develop several main points relating to a single thesis.
· Shape content and organization according to criteria for importance and impact rather than according to availability of information in resource materials.
· Use tone of voice and gestures to enhance the message and help convince or persuade listeners in conversations, discussions, or presentations.
· Respond to questions with appropriate elaboration.
· Initiate new topics in addition to responding to adult-initiated topics.
· Follow up on others’ ideas and recognize the validity of different points of view in group discussions or problem-solving activities.

	· Project a sense of individuality and personality in organizing the content and in delivery.
· Use language cues to indicate different levels of certainty or hypothesizing.  e.g., “what if….” “very likely…,” “I’m unsure whether…”.

· Shape information to achieve a particular purpose and to appeal to the interests and background knowledge of audience members.
· Evaluate the role of the media in focusing attention and in forming an opinion.
· Define the role of advertising as part of media presentation.
· Create a variety of media works.  e.g., create a video advertisement for a book as a member of an “advertising team.”

· Judge the extent to which the media are a source of entertainment as well as a source of information.
· Identify the various types of professionals involved in producing a media work and describe the jobs they do.  e.g., news writer, photographer, camera operator, film director

· Solicit another person’s comment or opinion.
· Give reason in support of opinions expressed. Employ a group decision-making technique such as a problem-solving sequence.  e.g., recognize problem, define problem, identify possible solutions, select optimal solution, implement solution, evaluate solution.


	Reading


	Fiction and Poetry: Reading Comprehension 

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Respond to non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive, critical, and evaluative processes:

· Identify recurring themes across works.

· Analyze the impact of authors’ decisions regarding word choice and content.

· Consider the differences among genres.

· Evaluate literary merit.

· Consider the function of point of view or persona.

· Examine the reasons for a character’s actions, taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the character.

· Identify stereotypical characters as opposed to fully developed characters.

· Critique the degree to which a plot is contrived or realistic.

· Make inferences and draw conclusions about contexts, events, characters, and settings.

· Read at least twenty-five books or book equivalents each year.  The quality and complexity of materials to be read is based on the lexile level of grade 6 (800L-1050L).  The materials should include traditional and contemporary literature (both fiction and non-fiction) as well as magazines, newspaper, textbooks, and on-line material.  Such reading should represent a diverse collection of material from at least three different literary forms and from at least five different writers.

· Make predictions while reading a story or novel using various clues.

· Identify the elements of a story and explain how they relate to each other.  e.g., ways in which development of character and plot are interrelated.

· Produce work in at least one literary genre that follows the conventions of the genre.

· Make judgments and draw conclusions about ideas in written materials on the basis of evidence.

· Select appropriate reading strategies.  e.g., adjust reading speed as necessary; take notes and use diagrams to organize them.

· Identify different forms of writing and describe their characteristics.  e.g., historical novel, encyclopedia.
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· Read and comprehend at least four books (or book equivalents) about one issue or subject, or four books by a single writer, or four books in one genre, and produce evidence of reading:

· Make and support warranted and responsible assertion about the texts.

· Support assertions with elaborated and convincing evidence.

· Draw the text together to compare and contrast themes, characters, and ideas.

· Make perceptive and well-developed connections.

· Evaluate writing strategies and elements of the author’s craft.
· Identify a writer’s perspective and character’s motivation.

· Use knowledge of the characteristics of different forms of writing to select the appropriate materials for a specific purpose.  e.g., an encyclopedia article may provide a general introduction to a topic.
· Identify different forms of writing and describe their characteristics.  e.g., historical novel, encyclopedia.


	Non- Fiction Reading Comprehension

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Demonstrate familiarity with a variety of public documents and produce written or oral work that does one or more of the following:  e.g., documents that focus on civic issues or matters of public policy at the community level and beyond.

· Identify the social context of the document. 

· Identify the author’s purpose. 

· Formulate an argument and offer evidence to support it.

· Examine or make use of the appeal of a document to audiences both friendly and hostile.

· Identify or use commonly used persuasive techniques.

Summarize and explain the main ideas in information materials and cite details that support the main ideas.  e.g., textbooks

	· Read and comprehend information materials to develop understanding and expertise and produce written or oral work that:
· Restate or summarizes information.
· Relates new information to prior knowledge and experience.
· Extends ideas.
· Makes connections to related topics or information.
Plan a research project and carry out the research.
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· Extends ideas.
· Makes connections to related topics or information.
Plan a research project and carry out the research.


	Working with Words: Vocabulary building

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Consult a dictionary to confirm pronunciation and/or find the meaning of unfamiliar words.

· Use a thesaurus to expand vocabulary.

· Understand specialized words or terms, as necessary.  e.g., medieval in a historical novel.

· Use knowledge of elements of grammar and the structure of words and sentences to understand what read.

· Use generalizations about spelling to help pronounce words.

· Use punctuation to understand what is read.  
· Use a variety of conventions of formal texts to find and verify information.  e.g., index, headings and subheadings, charts, glossary.
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	Writing Styles

	

	Fiction and Poetry

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Produces a response to literature that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Advances a judgment that is interpretive, analytic, evaluative, or reflective.

· Literary response paper book review.  e.g., brochure, journal, newspaper article.
· Write reflectively about a text, taking account of the needs of others who might read it.

· Make links between their reading of fiction, plays and poetry and the choices they make as writers.

· Produce a narrative account (fiction or autobiographical) that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a point of view, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Establishes a situation, plot, point of view, setting, and conflict (and for autobiography, the significance of events).

· Creates an organizing structure. 

- As in fiction or nonfiction story.

- Personal narrative

- News account of an event, fiction or nonfiction.

- Videotape presentation.

- Observational writing.
· Produce a narrative procedure that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Provides a structure that anticipates a reader’s needs.  E.g., headings, and provides transition between steps.  As in a set of rules for organizing a class meeting report of information explaining steps and/or procedures for a familiar activity.
· Use homonyms correctly.

· Frequently introduce vocabulary from other subject areas into writing.

· Give instructions and directs which are specific, easy to follow and clearly sequenced.
· Use writing to explore and develop ideas. e.g., journals, brainstorming techniques and mental mapping activities.
· Portray character, directly and indirectly, through description, dialogue and action.
· Plan, draft edit, revise, proofread and present a text with readers and purpose in mind.
· Describe an object, person or setting in a way that includes relevant details and is accurate and evocative.
· Review the legibility and neatness of their handwriting and set personal targets to improve presentation, using a range of presentational devices, on paper and on screen.
· Collect, select and assemble ideas in a suitable planning format.  e.g., flow chart, list, star chart.
· Select words and expressions to create specific effects.  e.g., to distinguish speakers in dialogue.
	· Provides a structure that anticipates a reader’s needs.  E.g., headings, and provides transition between steps.
· Produce a response to literature that:
· Supports judgment through references to the text, references to other works, authors, or non-print media, or references to personal knowledge.

· Demonstrates an understanding of the literary work.

As in literary analysis paper companion of children’s literary classic with a televised version of the same work journal.

· Produce a narrative account that:

· Includes sensory details and concrete language to develop plot and character.

· Excludes extraneous details and inconsistencies.

· Develops complex characters.

As in biographical account problem solving essay observational unity.

· Produce a narrative procedure that:

· Includes relevant information.

· Anticipates problems, mistakes, and misunderstandings that might arise for the reader.

As in a set of instructions for using media technology.

· Write informal advice, anticipating the needs, interests and views of the intended reader.  e.g., how to make the most of an opportunity.
· Use a range of narrative devices to involve the reader.

· Develop ideas and lines of thinking in continuous text and explain an process logically, highlighting the links between cause and effect.


	· Provides a structure that anticipates a reader’s needs.  e.g., headings, and provides transition between steps.
· Produce a response to literature that:
· Anticipates and answers a reader’s questions.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing.
· Produces a narrative account that:

· Uses a range of appropriate strategies, such as dialogue and tension or suspense.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing.
· Experiment with the visual and sound effects of language, including the use of imagery, alliteration, rhythm and rhyme.

· Produce a narrative procedure that:

Select and present information using detail example, diagram and illustration as appropriate.

Provides sense of closure to the writing.



	
	
	

	Non-Fiction

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Review the stylistic conventions of the main types of non fiction

· Information, which maintains the use of the present tense and the third person, organizes and links information clearly, incorporates examples.

· Recount, which maintains the use of past tense, clear chronology, and temporal connectives.

· Produce a report that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject.

· Produce a persuasive essay that:

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest.

· Develops a controlling idea.

· Creates and organizes a structure that is appropriate to the needs, values, and interests of a specified audience and arranges details, reasons, examples, and anecdotes effectively and persuasively.  As in commercial script speech for a candidate for school or public office.


	· Review the stylistic conventions of the main types of non fiction

· Instructions, which are helpfully sequenced and signposted, deploy imperative verbs and provide clear guidance.

· Explanation, which maintains the use of the present tense and impersonal voice, and links, points clearly.

· Produces a report that: 

· Creates an organizing structure appropriate to a specific purpose, audience, and context.

· Includes appropriate facts and details.

· Excludes extraneous and inappropriate information.

· Produces a persuasive essay that:

· Includes appropriate information and arguments.

· Excludes information and arguments that are irrelevant.

· Recognize and use stylistic conventions of the main forms of writing used in subjects.  e.g., science report, book review.

· Expresses a personal view, adding persuasive emphasis to key points.  e.g., by reiteration, exaggeration, repetition, use of rhetorical questions.
Examples:  position paper or  multimedia presentation based on text read.


	· Review the stylistic conventions of the main types of non fiction

· Persuasion, which emphasizes key points and articulates logical links in the argument.

· Discursive writing, which signposts the organization of contrasting points and clarifies the viewpoint.

· Produces a report that:

· Uses a range of appropriate strategies, such as providing facts and details, describing or analyzing the subject, and narrating a relevant anecdote.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing.

· Produce a persuasive essay that:

· Anticipates reader concerns and counter-arguments.

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing. 
As in a letter to an official that uses and argument to support an opinion advertisement.

· Identify criteria for evaluating a particular situation object or even, present findings fairly and give a personal view.

· Find and use different ways to validate an argument.  e.g., statistical evidence, exemplification, testimony.




	Conventions

	
	

	

	Punctuation

	· Use speech punctuation accurately to integrate speech into larger sentences.

· Use a colon before a list, between numbers in time, and after a greeting.  e.g., 6:30 a.m., Dear Sir/Madam
· Proofread and correct their final drafts, focusing on grammar, punctuation, spelling and convention of style.
	· Use punctuation to clarify meaning, particularly at the boundaries between sentences and clauses. 


	· Identify specific ways sentence structure and punctuation are different in older texts.


	Grammar

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Incorporate into revised drafts, as appropriate, suggestions taken from critiques made by peers and teachers.

· Produce a series of distinctly different drafts that result in a polished piece of writing or a presentation.

· Expand nouns and noun phrases.  e.g., by using a prepositional phrase.

	· Observe conventions of language during formal oral presentations.

· Revise a piece of writing by combining sentences.

· Incorporate into revised drafts, as appropriate, suggestions taken from critiques made by peers and teachers.

· Produce a series of distinctly different drafts that result in a polished piece of writing or a presentation.

· Critique the writing or oral presentation of a peer.

· Keep tense usage consistent, and manage changes of tense so that meaning is clear.

· Recognize the cues to start a new paragraph and use the first sentence effectively to orient the reader.  e.g., when there is a shift of topic, viewpoint or time

· Identify the main point in a paragraph and determine how the supporting information relates to it.

· Use adjectives and adverb phrases correctly and effectively.

· Use verb tenses consistently throughout a piece of writing.

· Use subordinate clauses correctly.


	· Observe conventions of language during formal oral presentations.

· Incorporate into revised drafts, as appropriate, suggestions taken from critiques made by peers and teachers.

· Produce a series of distinctly different drafts that result in a polished piece of writing or a presentation.

· Consider and respond to the critiques of peers and teachers.

· Critique the writing or oral presentation of a peer.

· Extend their use and control of complex sentences by:

· Recognizing and using subordinate clauses.

· Exploring the functions of subordinate clauses.  e.g., relative clauses such as ‘which I bought’ or adverbial clauses such as ‘having finished his lunch’.

· Deploying subordinate clauses in a variety of positions within the sentence.

· Use the active or the passive voice to suit purpose.

· Recognize and remedy ambiguity in sentences.  e.g., unclear use of pronouns

· Recognize how sentences are organized in a paragraph in which the content is not chronological.  e.g., by comparison
· Vary the structure of sentences within paragraphs to lend pace, variety and emphasis.

· Organize ideas into a coherent sequence of paragraphs, introducing, developing and concluding them appropriately.
· To demonstrate in a piece of writing the ability to manage the conventions, grammar, and usage of English so that they aid rather than interfere with reading.


	Presentation

	
	
	

	First Term
	Second Term
	Third Term

	· Integrate media materials into writing to enhance the message.  e.g., computer graphics
· Makes use of appropriate writing strategies such as creating a visual hierarchy and using white space and graphics as appropriate.

· Accurately use appropriate organizers.  e.g., table of contents, index
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