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Course Description:

Core French, Grade 12, University Preparation (FSF4U)

The aim of the Core French program is to provide students with functional
communication skills in French and an understanding of the nature of the language
and its culture. According to the Ontario Curriculum Guidelines for French — This
course draws on a variety of themes to promote extensive development of French-
language skills. Students will consolidate their oral skills as they discuss literature,
culture, and current issues. They will read a variety of texts and will write a formal
essay. The use of correct grammar and appropriate language conventions in both
spoken and written French will be emphasized throughout the course.*

*The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 and 12 - French as a Second Language, 2000

Prerequisite: Core French, Grade 11, Academic
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FSF 4U, Grade 12 University Preparation

Credit Value: 1

Ontario Ministry of Education Documents: The Ontario Curriculum Grades 11 & 12 (2000)
French As a Second Language — Core, Extended, and Immersion French

Prerequisite: Grade 11 Core Academic

Co requisite: N/A

Department: French Second Language / World Languages
Department Head:

Developer(s): AFNORTH International School
Development Date: September 2008

Revision Date: September 2009

Overall Expectations:

Oral Communication:

By the end of this course students will:
¢ Respond in a variety of ways to a range of media works and spoken texts.
e Express ideas and opinions in self-directed conversations and discussions.
e Make oral presentations on a variety of topics
e Use correct grammar and appropriate language conventions during oral communication
activities

Reading:

By the end of this course students will:
e Read and demonstrate an understanding of a range of literary and informational texts.
e Apply critical thinking as they read (e.g., analyze information, go beyond the surface
meaning, question the point of view presented)
¢ |dentify and understand language conventions used in their reading materials.

Writing:

By the end of this course students will:
o Create written texts expressing their ideas and opinions for a variety of audiences.
e Write in a variety of forms, adjusting the language to suit the purpose and the audience.
e Use correct grammar and appropriate language conventions in their written work.
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Course Units in Sequence: Nouveaux Horizons

Unit A: Vivre, c’est lutter (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:

e Do reports and narrations
Research
Improvise a situation
Extract information from oral and written texts
Express ideas in problem solving situations
State and justify opinions
Justify personal decisions
Listen to other points of view
Recognize and use the subjonctive
Recognize and use indirect discourse
Work cooperatively with partners

Unit B: Les rivages du coeur (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:

e Do reports and narrations
Research information
State and justify opinions
Conduct an interview
Listen to other point of view
Recognize and use the past subjunctive
Recognize and use pronominal verbs in the past
Extract information from oral and written texts
Prepare and role-play a situation

Unit C: Masgues (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:
e Write and appreciate poems
Write a descriptive paragraph
Role-play a situation involving conflict
Compose metaphors
State and justify opinions
Recognize and use the faire causative
Recognize and use the verb render and an adjective

Unit D: Suspense et mystére (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:

e Compose an imaginative tale
Create an epilogue to a story
Improvise situations using their imagination
Research
Recognize and use demonstrative pronouns
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¢ Recognize and use the subjunctive with expressions of doubt
e Prepare and role-play a scenario

Unit E: Réves (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:
e Analyze dreams and nightmares
Make decisions and justify them
Assess their personal character traits
Research
Recognize and use verbs of perception
Recognize and use the subjunctive after indefinite antecedents, negative
expressions and superlatives

Unit F: On s’amuse (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:

e Study French comic strips and artists

e Recognize and use the past infinitive
¢ Recognize and use the subjuntive after conjunctions

Unit G: Aventures (20 hours)

Over the course of this unit students will:

Do reports and narrations

Research information on car rallies in France

State and justify opinions

Recognize and use expressions of time (depuis, pendant etc.)
Recognize and use tense agreement in the past

Extract information from oral and written texts

Prepare and role-play a situation

Unit H: Autres mondes (20 hours)
Over the course of this unit students will:
e Research information on IAnse aux Meadows, Newfoundland
Use the internet for archeological study
Conduct an interview
Listen to other point of view
Recognize and use possessive pronouns
Recognize and use the passive voice
Extract information from oral and written texts
Prepare and role-play a situation
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Independent Reading /Study Assignment (included in the time for
each unit)
Through this assignment students will:
e Read independently a short novel or a play (150-200 pages in length)
e Respond to the reading selection by answering questions, summarizing the
plot, and discussing the main ideas and supporting details.
¢ Analyze fictional characters and explain their motivation
e Prepare an oral presentation based on their interpretation of the selected
material

Teacher-Assisted Reading Assignments (included in the time for
each unit)
The teacher will assist the students with the comprehension of magazine or
newspaper articles, short stories and poems.
e Students will identify formal and informal language used by authors in various
literary genres
e Students will summarize and present key information through oral discussion
e Students will write a multi-paragraph critique of a literary text based on their
interpretation
e Students will use specific research skills to gather information while they read

Teaching Strategies:
e Brainstorming to generate vocabulary
Cloze
Cooperative learning
Computer assisted learning
Debating
Defending a point of view
Directed reading-thinking activities
Discussion
Extracting information from verbal cues and various media
Expressing opinions
Guided writing
Homework
Independent reading
Interviews
Memorizing
Oral explanation
Reading aloud
Review
Researching from a variety of sources
Role playing
Writing process
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Assessment and Evaluation Strategies

Assessment strategies will address the variety of teaching and learning styles
as well as the variety of expectations. The assessment program will include
tests, quizzes, oral presentations, performance task, writing folder, self-
evaluation and peer evaluation, rubrics and anecdotal observations.
Assessment tools to be used throughout the course will include the four level
achievement chart (Knowledge and understanding — 20%, Thinking and
inquiry — 25%, Communication — 25% and Application — 30%)

Term work will be worth 70% and the final exam/culminating activity will be
worth 30%.

e Unit tests will be administered at the end of each unit.

e A performance task involving written work and oral presentation will
take place at the end of each unit. This task will put together the work
done in class during the unit.

e The culminating assignment will be part of the final evaluation, which
may also include the final examination. During this assignment
students will be required to demonstrate that they have met the overall
expectations of the course. This assignment will make up 15% of the
students final mark.

e The final examination will cover the full year’s work and will take place
at the conclusion of the course along with the culminating task. It will
make up 15% of the students final mark.

e Work ethics, participation and group work skills will also be assessed
on a daily basis and reported as learning skills on the provincial report
card.

Program Planning Considerations:

Education for Exceptional Students:

Considerations must be given to the technical and learning aids available that will
help an FSL teacher meet the needs of an exceptional student. Certain students

may require a Brailler, a personal amplification system, an oral or a sign-language
interpreter, a scribe or a specialized computer program.

The role of Technology in the Curriculum:

Students will be expected to use French computer programs as well as computer
assisted learning modules developed for second-language learners. E-mail must be
incorporated into the French classroom to enable students and teachers to
communicate directly with francophones across the world. Audiocassettes, CDs,
radio broadcasts, television programs and movies are also essential to the study of a
second language. Students must be exposed to various dialects and different
French cultures and francophone societies.
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Career Education:

Students will learn how having a working knowledge of the French language
expands the range of career opportunities that they can pursue both in Canada and
internationally.

CONTINUOUS SCHOOL PROGRESS: AFNORTH International Middle/High
School’'s CSP (Continuous School Progress) goal one is, “All students will
improve their reading comprehension skills across the curriculum.”
Goal two is, “ All students will improve skills in mathematical
computation.” Standardized assessments, such as the OSSLT, PSAT and
Terra Nova will be used to identify areas of strengths and weaknesses and to
assess growth as we continue to strive towards continued academic
improvement. Success of all students requires that instructional strategies to
improve reading comprehension and mathematical computation become a
consistent and integral component of each course taught at AFNORTH
International Middle/High School.

6 Traits + 1 Writing Rubric: The 6 Traits + 1 is the model selected to
improve school-wide writing in all subject areas. The 6 Traits + 1 writing
framework is a powerful way to learn and use a common language to refer to
characteristics of writing as well as establish a common vision of what “strong”
writing looks like.
Teachers and students will use the 6+1 Trait model to identify areas of
strength and weakness as they continue to strive towards continued writing
improvement. Success of all students requires that the 6+1 Trait become a
consistent and integral component of each course taught at Afnorth High
School.
The six traits will be implemented in the following manner:
Ideas: students will determine validity of ideas through debate and research
and incorporate them into appropriate document format
Organization: students will learn how to organize ideas in proper sequence
and incorporate them into appropriate document format
Voice: students will learn to differentiate between formal, common and slang
terms incorporate them as required into appropriate document format
Word Choice: students will engage in extensive vocabulary building to allow
them to implement proper terminology for appropriate document format and
settings
Sentence Fluency: students will study a variety of sentence structures and
their implementation into appropriate document format
Conventions: students will study conventions of language that pertain to
research, formal debate and proper document format
Presentation: students will incorporate all of the above in both written format
and audio/visual/oral presentations.

Textbooks:

¢ Nouveaux Horizons — Anthologie

Ressources :
¢ La Route de Chlifa — Michéle Marineau
e Carmen — Bizet
L’Etranger — Camus
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