
COURSE TITLE: North American History 8  
  
COURSE DESCRIPTION: North American History focuses on the connections between USA, Canadian 
and Mexican history while situating this within a European context wherever possible. Chronologically, 
North American History 8 will begin the evolution of history in North America from the time of native 
North Americans to the end of the American Civil War and Canadian Confederation.  
  
COURSE GOALS/OBJECTIVES/STANDARDS:  
The standards for the eighth grade enable students to explore in depth the history of the United States & Canada from their origin to 
1877. Students use key concepts of chronology, causality, conflict, and change to show connections among patterns of historical 
change and continuity. Students use knowledge from texts, maps, stories, charts, diagrams and research to inform decision-making 
about public issues. Students should analyze the influence of various forms of public opinion on the development of public policy.  
  
SSI  
Citizenship: Social studies programs  
should include experiences that provide for the study of the ideals,  
principles, and practices of citizenship in a democratic  
republic, so that the learner can: I a. Explain the  
citizen's  role and influence on public policy decisions. b. Display tolerance for all cultures.  
c. Describe the origins of key ideals and documents of democratic government.  
  
SS2 Culture: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of culture and cultural diversity can:  
a. Identify common elements of culture.  

b. Discuss the impact of immigrant cultures on native societies  

C. Explain and describe how language, literature, the arts, and artifacts demonstrate beliefs and values and contribute to cultures.  
d. Summarize how economic conditions affected cultural patterns.  
  
SS3 Time, continuity, and change: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the way human beings view 
themselves in and over time, so that the learner can:  

a. a.        Survey the timing and pattern of American settlement as affected by world events.  
b. Investigate, interpret and analyze multiple historical viewpoints as related to important events  

C. Summarize the economic, political, and social changes that resulted from conflicts and compromises. d. Explain the gradual 
transformation of US society from agrarian to industrial. e. Outline the history of political parties.  

SS4 Space and place: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of space and place, so that the 
learner can: a. Analyze settlement patterns and population density.  

b. Analyze the ecological and societal consequences of the Europeans on the New World. C. Compare and contrast land use patterns 
in America.  

d. Distinguish the natural resources and geographical features necessary for trade and industry.  

SS5 Individual development and identity: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of individual 
development and identity, so that the learner can:  
a. Interpret the conflict between industrialization and individual needs. b. Analyze the qualities needed for successful leadership.  
c. Relate how religious beliefs influence the development of American culture. d. Explore the motivations for immigration and 
migration.  
  
SS6 Individuals, groups, and institutions: Social studies programs should provide for the study of the interaction among individuals, 
groups, and institutions, so that the learner can: a. Explain the institution of slavery.  
b. Describe how society in North America became stratified.  
c. Identify the philosophical strands underlying the formation of democratic ideals.  
d. Assess the basic socioeconomic interests in the US and their impact on formation of the government. e. Recognize the role of the 
media and its effects on historical events.  

SS7 Production, distribution and consumption: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of how 
people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services, so that the learner can: a. Chart the economic 
factors underlying the national and international rivalry in the Americas.  
b. Delineate the financial problems faced by the United States in establishing a sound fiscal system. c. Outline the differences in the 
economic structures of US regions.  
  
SS8 Power, authority, and governance: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of how people 
create and change structures of power, authority, and governance, so that the learner can: a. Compare and contrast governments (e.g., 
colonial, confederated).  



b. Evaluate the factors that promote independence, self-government, and self-determination. c. Explain the purposes of government 
and how its powers are acquired, used, and justified. . d. Examine the impact of conflicts on the American government system.  
e. Explain how and why the Constitution has been interpreted to exclude certain groups from its protection and rights.  

SS9 Science, technology, and society: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of the 
relationships among science, technology, and society, so that the learner can:  

a. Relate how new skills and inventions led to the" Age of Exploration."  
b. Survey American scientific developments and contributions to the advancement of science. C. Evaluate policies proposed to deal 
with social changes that result from new technologies.  
  
SSIO Global connections: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of global connections and interdependence, so 
that the learner can:  

a. Compare native American civilizations with their contemporary societies/civilizations.  

b. Analyze how the success of the American Revolution was aided by the European power struggle and triggered an era of worldwide 
revolutionary movements.  

C. Discuss the external and internal influences on US foreign policy. d. Compare world policies toward slavery and abolition.  

 Scope and Sequence 
 1st Quarter –The History of Migration, Exploration and Colonization in the New World 
  
2nd Quarter – The Development of New Nations to the War of 1812 
  
3rd Quarter –Economic Development and its Implications in North America 
  
4th Quarter – Lead up to the Civil War, The Civil War and its Legacy 
  
The following major projects will be assigned:   

• Creative Consultants for American Indian Cultures 
• Explorer Trading Cards 
• Colonial Newspaper 
• Fly on the Wall 
• Family Tree 
• Renaissance (Leaders in Growth of American Governments) Man 
• Civil War Scrapbook 

 Times are tentative and depend on the workload of the students. 
 
CONTINUOUS SCHOOL PROGRESS: AFNORTH International Middle/High School’s CSP 
(Continuous School Progress) goal one is, “All students will improve their reading 
comprehension skills across the curriculum.” Goal two is, “All students will 
improve skills in mathematical computation.” Standardized assessments, such as 
the PSAT and Terra Nova will be used to identify areas of strengths and weaknesses and 
to assess growth as we continue to strive towards continued academic improvement. 
Success of all students requires that instructional strategies to improve reading 
comprehension and mathematical computation become a consistent and integral 
component of each course taught at AFNORTH International Middle/High School. .  I will 
issue a reading list of books relevant to the historical period being studied to my students.  We will keep a 
glossary of terms in our notebook.  Timelines and ship model construction will support the math 
component.  We will continue to use the Six + One Writing Traits in all are written communication. 
Projects will support all three CSP goals. 
 
 COURSE ASSESSMENT: 
 Under the semester system grades will be closed after each quarter and each semester grade will be 
determined by: 40% first quarter, 40% second quarter, and 20% for the semester exam.    
 
QUARTER GRADES: 

Quarter grades will be determined by the following: 
Homework  10% of quarter grade 
Notebook  10% of quarter grade 



Class Work  20% of quarter grade 
                                                Tests//Projects                     60% of quarter grade 
CLASS ROOM EXPECTATIONS: 

• All students will come to class each day with their text, notebook, pencil, pen, metric ruler, and 
paper.  

• All students will have a two or three ringed binder.  
• Students will be prepared to take Cornell notes each day. 
• All students will keep  

 CLASS ROOM BEHAVIOR: 
• All students will be in their seat at the start of class ready to work.  Pencil sharpening, paper 

borrowing, restroom visits, visitation with peers, and walks to lockers will be completed before the 
start of class.   Failure to meet the expectation will result (1) in a warning, (2) detention during 
lunch, (3) after school detention (4) call to parents for a conference.  

• Do not bring gum, food or drink to class.  Failure to follow this rule results in an after school 
detention.  

• Everyone is expected to treat fellow students and teachers with respect.  Stop and think before you 
react and save yourself a lot of stress.  

• No book bags in the classroom, as they are a safety hazard.  
• No hats or coats in the classroom.  
 HOMEWORK POLICY: 
No late homework.  Late projects will loose 10% each day late. 
Homework must have your name, the date and page number (if applicable) to be graded.   Answers 
must be in complete sentences and imply the question.  Projects must follow the rubric issued for that 
project. 
MAKE-UP WORK POLICY: 
It is the responsibility of the student to arrange for make-up.  Tests, and quizzes should be made up in 
seminar as soon as possible.  Homework should be turned in when arrive back at school.  Students 
receive weekly assignments so should not be a problem.  I expect students taking advanced leave to see 
me before they go to collect their assignments.  They are due when the student returns to class.  Parents 
should notify me if a problem prevents completion of assignments.  

TEXTBOOK:   Call to Freedom, 2001 
   Holt, Rinehart and Winston, USA 
Supplement Materials:  National Geographic, Smithsonian, and Discover magazine  
                                        articles.  Literature of each period will also be available for  
                                        students to read.  Some novels of the period will be read in           
                                         partnership with Language Arts. 
 Maps of North and South America will be issued and students will be required to learn the 
providences of Canada, the 50 US States, and the countries of Central and South America. 
 
SUPPLIES (REQUIRED/RECOMMENDED) 
 Pencils, pens, binder section with lined paper, ruler, and colored pencils. 
EXTRA HELP: 
I am available before school, after school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and during seminar for help with 
any problems students may have.   If you wish to have a conference, please call the guidance office to 
make an appointment.   Please e-mail me with any concerns you have.  Students may also e-mail 
assignments if they are going to miss school or need extra help with a project.  


